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Panjabi 


Lesson I 


Part I — Conversation 


Analysis and Translation 


Pan.jabi 


1. A. May you be blessed. 

(a greeting) 

B. Elessings . to you. 
(return greeting) 

2. Stem of first person 
(possessive)pronoun, "my" 


A. sa.lama-1 seksm 

B. ualeekam salam 


mer- 


All nouns in Panjabi are divid¬ 
ed into two categories or gen¬ 
ders, masculine nouns and fem¬ 
inine nouns. 


When "my" is used with a feminine 
noun, it takes the vowel ending... -i 


When "my" is used with a mas¬ 
culine noun it takes the vowel 
ending... 

When "my" is used with a plural 
noun, masculine or feminine, it 
takes the vowel endings.. 

"My" with a masculine noun 

"My" with a feminine noun 

"My" with a plural noun, mas¬ 
culine and feminine 

Noun stem, "name" 

(a masculine noun) 

A proper name 

3rd person singular, mas¬ 
culine and feminine, of I 
verb "to be" 


-a 


-e (Masc.) ia (Pern. 

mera 

meri 

mere ( M asc.) 
meria (Fern.) 

na 

Faruk 

e 


A. 


A 


name is Faruk. 


msra na Faruk e 
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3. Stem of second person 

possessive pronoun "your” 

Possessive case ending for 
"your" when it is used with 
a masculine noun 

Possessive case ending with 
feminine noun 

Possessive case ending with 
plural nouns, masculine and 
feminine 

Interrogative "what" 

Third person singular, mas¬ 
culine and feminine, of I 
verb "to be” 

A. What is your name? A. 

ij.. Proper name 

B. My name is Raemat. B. 

Nominative singular of 2nd 
person pronoun "you”(formal). 
(Nominative means that this 
is the form the word will take 
when it is the subject of a 
sentence, and the subject of a 
sentence determines the form 
of the verb). 

Interrogative "where" 

Stem of verb "live, remain, stay" 

Singular present tense formal 
ending - masculine and feminine 

Second person formal singular 
present form of I verb "to be" 

You (formal) live 

A. Where do you live? A. 


tuod 

a 

i 

e (Masc.) ia (Pern.) 
ki 

e 

tuocia na ki e 
Raemat 

mera na Raemat e 
tusi 


klt^e 
r ae - 

-nde 

o 

tusi r as nde o 
tusi klt^e raende o 
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Nominative singular of first 
person pronoun "i" 


mas 

Singular* present tense verb 
ending - masculine 


-na 

Singular present tense verb 
ending - feminine 


-ni 

First person singular present 
form of I verb "to be" 


a 

B. I live in Chicago, 
(masculine speaker) 

B. 

m® Slkago r®na a 
(elided to r®na) 

I live in Chicago, (fern) 


m® slkago r®ni 

Stem of verb "do, make" 


kar- 

Singular present tense formal 
ending - masculine and fem¬ 
inine 


-de 

Second person formal singular 
present form of I verb "to be" 


o 

You (formal) do 


tusi karde o 

A. What do you do? 

A. 

tusl. ki karde o 

Stem of verb "read, study" 


par- 

Singular present tense verb 
ending - masculine 


-na 

Singular present tense verb 
ending - feminine 


-ni 

First person singular present 
form of I verb "to be" 


a 

"in" 


ulc 

"in Chicago" (elided) 


A A 

slkago-Ic 

B. I study in Chicago 
(masculine speaker) 

B. 

m® slkago-Io parna 
(elided to parna) 

I study in Chicago 
(feminine speaker) 


mSb slkago-Ic parni 
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9. Stem of "read, study" par- 

Singular present tense formal 

ending - masculine and feminine -de 

Second person formal singular 
present form of I verb "to be" o 

You (formal) study tusf parde o 

A. What do you study? A. tusf ki parde o 

10. "Panjabi" (language) penjabi 

(feminine noun) 

B. I study Panjabi B. m e& panjabi payna a 

(masculine speaker) (elided to parna) 

I study Panjabi mse panjabi parni a 

(feminine speaker) 

11. "difficult" mudkal 

Panjabi has more than one 
"to be" verb. Two of these 
will be discussed in the 
grammar section of this 
lesson. We have used I verb 
"to be", and now we will use 
XI verb "to be". 

Stem of II verb "to be" hU- 

Singular present tense verb 

ending - feminine -ndi 

Singular present tense verb 

ending - masculine -nda 

Third person singular present 
form of I verb "to be" e 

A. Is Panjabi difficult? A. panjabi muskal hUndi e 


B. No, Panjabi is not 
difficult. 


B. n§l panjabi muskal 
nal hundi 
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12 . "no” 

"very, many" 


"hot" 


"heat" (feminine) 

A. Is It very hot in 

Chicago? (Literally, 

Is there a lot of heat 
in Chicago?) 

Is Chicago hot? 

(Chicago is a masculine 
noun) 

13 . "not" 


n£T 

bara (when used with a 
masculine noun) 

bari (when used with a 
feminine noun) 

bare (when used with a 
plural noun, mas¬ 
culine • 

baria feminine) 

gprem (this adjective 
does not change 
to fit the gender 
of the noun; it 
remains the same 
for all nouns) 

gp rmi 

A. Slkago-Itf bari gormi 

hUndi e 


slkago goram hUnda e 
.(elided form, hUndse ) 


nsr 


Third person singular, he, she, o 
it (Remember that all nouns in 
Panjabi are masculine or fem¬ 
inine, and that what is trans¬ 
lated into English as "it" is 
actually a masculine "it" or a 
feminine "it"). 1 


B. No, it is not very hot. 
("it" refers to Chicago 
so is masculine) 

II 4 .. "cold" (feminine noun) 


B. nffl o baya gsi^m nffl 
hUnda 


sardi 


A. Is it very cold in Chicago? A. slkago-Ic bari sardi 
” (Literally, Is there a lot ” hUndi e 
of cold in Chicago?) 
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15 . "yes" 

B. Yes, it is very cold 
in Chicago. 

16. Interrogative, "how much, 
how many" 


"big, large" 


A. How big is Chicago? 


17 . "city" (masculine noun) 

B. Chicago is a very big 
city. 

18 . "people" 


"are" 


A. How many people are 
there in Chicago? 

19. B. There are many people in 

the city. 

20. A. God protect you (used as 

good-bye) 


axo; afo; ada; hela; a* 

B. axo slkago-Ic bari 
sardi hUndi e 

klnna (with masc. noun) 

klnnl (with fern, noun) 

klnne (with plural 
nouns, mas. 
klnnia (fem. pi.) 

uada (with masc. noun) 

uadi (with fem. noun) 

uade (with masc. pi. ) 
uaclia(with fem. pi.) 

A 

A. slkago klnna uada 
hUnda e 

(hUndaB , elided form) 

A 

see • r 

B. slkago bar a vada 
See *r e 

lok 

nS 

A. slkago-lb klnne lok ne 

B. seeT-Ic bare lok ne 
A. xUda haflz 


B. God protect you, 


B. xUda haflz 



